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Call for Expressions of Interest – Collections Care and Conservation Audits 2026/27

Background to Care and Conservation Audits
Thanks to Esme Mitchell Trust NI Museums Council have secured additional funding to offer Collections Care Audits to a selection of eligible museums before the end of the 2026/2027 financial year.
Collections Care and Conservation Audits support museums in meeting the UK Museum Accreditation Standard, particularly Section 6: Care for and Conserve Collections, which requires an approved collections care and conservation policy (6.1) and a collections care and conservation plan (6.2). Audits provide evidence-based assessments of environmental conditions, storage, display, risk, and conservation needs, informing museum planning and ensuring long-term preservation of collections.

Eligibility
Expressions of interest are welcomed from Accredited and Working Towards Accreditation status local (non-National) museums based in NI, who have not received a NI Museums Council funded Collections Care and Conservation Audit in the last four years.

What NI MUSEUMS COUNCIL will provide:
Selected museums will receive a professional Collections Care & Conservation Audit, addressing:
- Building/environmental conditions
- Collections storage and display
- Policies and procedures
- Pest management, handling, packing, and security
- Condition assessment and priority actions

What museums need to commit to:
If selected your museum needs to commit to the following for delivery of the project: 
- Facilitate a site visit by the conservator during Oct-Dec 2026
- Provide documentation including policies, plans and environmental data
- Engage in review discussions and integrate audit findings into forward/business planning (Accreditation 2.1, 6.2)

How to Apply
Return the completed Expression of Interest form below by 4pm, Friday 2 October 2026 to info@nimc.co.uk.

If you have any queries, please get in touch.
We look forward to hearing from you. 


Expression of Interest Form – Care and Conservation Audits 2025-26
1. Name of accredited/working towards accreditation museum in which the Care and Conservation Audit would take place



2. Main point of contact for the project (this person should be first point of contact for the Collections Care and Conservation Auditor and NI Museums Council to plan for site visit and follow up interview)



3. Contact details for main point of contact:



4. Please outline why care and conservation is important at your museum? (no more than 200 words).



5. Outline existing collections care documentation or plans



Authorisation

Signed:

Full Name:

Role/Title:

Date:
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