Dementia Awareness Week
NIMC distributed 8 grants of £250 for museums to participate in Dementia Awareness Week. 
The aim, objectives, outcome and outputs of this project are laid out below:
Aim: 
Local museums participate in Dementia Awareness Week. 
Objectives: 
1. Provide resources to 8 local museums.
1. Assist local museums develop new resources and activities to engage with this audience.
Outcomes:
1. Positive relationships developed between local museums and local dementia support services.
Outputs:
1. Each participating museum deliver one activity for those living with dementia during the week.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The following museums are undertaking activities in their museums;
FE McWilliam Gallery: Gallery Tours
The Gallery are hosting two visits to the Gallery on 16th May the dementia unit of Bannview Nursing Home will visit the gallery. This visit will involve 7 residents for a tour and tea and coffee.  A similar visit will be facilitated on Tuesday 17th May for the local Memory Café.  Two Gallery Guides completed Dementia Awareness training on 26th April which was delivered as part of the NIMC training programme and they will be involved in facilitating these tours.
The tours will be around the temporary exhibition, ‘Photography of the First World War’. This exhibition, organised in conjunction with Banbridge Camera Club, examines the role of photography in the First World War and includes photographs from the Battle Fields and the Home Front as well panels focusing on local participants. There will also be a video, made by the Camera Club which explains how photographs would have been taken and developed during the WWI. 

Painting Pictures in my Mind at Mid Antrim Museum
On Thursday 19th May at Mid-Antrim Museum at the Braid, participants from 6 local supported housing organisations will come together for the first time to take part in a welcome and taster session for the Painting Pictures in My Mind project. 
As one of the themes of this project is ‘Let’s Dance: Dance halls, Ballrooms and Music’ participants will take part in an activity and reminiscence session exploring the types of dancing which would have been popular in the 1950s and 1960s led by drama facilitator, Charmaine McMeekin. 
Painting Pictures in my Mind is a partnership project between the Mid and East Antrim Museum and Heritage Service and Mid and East Antrim  Agewell Partnership. 
The project will be delivered in care homes and sheltered housing between Sept 2016 and Feb 2017 across Mid and East Antrim Borough to help foster a sense of place for those who are hard to reach, socially isolated or living with memory loss. The creative sessions will utilise museum collections and local heritage sites as the inspiration to explore the themes of Working Life: Factories, Mills & Agriculture and Dancehalls, Ballrooms & Music in the 1950s and 1960s to engage older people aged 60+ and create themed heritage boxes as a resource for future activities. 
Mid-Antrim Museum is grateful for the financial support from NIMC for this project. 

Craigavon Museum Service
The museum service staff plan to develop and host Reminiscence workshops with our local Alzheimer’s Society Officer. 
Both Officers of Craigavon Museum Services are trained in Dementia Awareness and will be offering their services in kind. The CMS staff will be utilising a selection of their newly refurbished Reminiscence Loan Boxes within the two workshops which will take place at the Enterprize Barge on Oxford Island.
This NIMC grant enables Craigavon Museum Services to provide transport and lunch for Alzheimer’s Society group, which will enhance the welcoming visitor experience for this group.
  Craigavon Museum Services will continue this working relationship with the local Dementia Support Officer.

Fermanagh County Museum: “Take me Home”
Reminiscence through Music in the Belmore Court Motel, Enniskillen.  Catherine Scott, learning and Access Officer will deliver the reminiscence sessions.
During Dementia Awareness Week Fermanagh County Museum, working along side Alzheimer’s Society Fermanagh Service will host two special musical reminiscence sessions in the Belmore Court Motel, Enniskillen. 
The music will add a wonderful dimension to the sessions and hopefully will enable clients and their families to relax and enjoy the sessions more. The power of music, especially singing, to unlock memories is an increasingly key feature of dementia care.  Research indicates that music seems to reach parts of the damaged brain in ways other forms of communication cannot.
There is much academic research to support the theory that the use of music in dementia care is hugely effective.
As Professor Paul Robertson, concert violinist and academic who has made a study of music in dementia care notes: 
'We tend to remain contactable as musical beings on some level right up to the very end of life'.              
The 2 sessions will provide reminiscence through music and the handling of key museum artefacts from the recent past.  

Museum & Visitor Service, Derry City & Strabane District Council
The Museum & Visitor Service has developed a partnership with Alzheimer’s Society Foyle Services. The following programme has been agreed for delivery:

	Date
	Description of Activity
	Organisation

	2nd May 2016
	Museum Audit	

	Dementia Friends

	11th May 2016
	Dementia Awareness training workshop to museum staff at the Tower Museum
	Alzheimer’s Society Foyle Services

	18th May 2016
	As part of Dementia Awareness Week (16th-22nd May 2016)
· Dementia Awareness ½ day workshop for the public
· Reminiscence Session delivered by Reminiscence Network NI
	Alzheimer’s Society Foyle Services
Reminiscence Network NI

	7th June 2016
	As part of Carers Week (6th – 12th June 2016) a Health & Wellbeing session (to include yoga, meditation & stress management) for Carers will be delivered at the Verbal Arts Centre 
	Museum & Visitor Service

	September 2016 (tbc)

	Memory Walks & Roadshow from Guildhall Square & Tower Museum
	Alzheimer’s Society Foyle Services

	21st September 2016
	Dementia Awareness ½ day workshop for public on World Alzheimer’s Day 

	Alzheimer’s Society Foyle Services




Armagh County Museum
Museum staff intend to develop and deliver informal reminiscence workshops on the theme of ‘Homes’. 
Using the Museum’s domestic objects collection the group will visit different parts of the home.  The purpose of using these objects is to evoke memories of daily life in the past to stimulate conversation amongst the group.  Areas for discussion will include wash day, in the kitchen, in the living room and upstairs.  Optional activity – create a memory box based on the Museum’s collection.
The idea behind this session is to encourage members of the group to make a connection with the objects they see.  This in turn may spark a memory from their life that will enable them to share it with the group.  
During Dementia Awareness Week the staff hope to deliver three sessions to local demetia groups.  This is a new area of work for the museum and will involve establishing links to dementia support services.  It is hoped that this new links can be further developed beyond Dementia Awareness week.  Staff undertook Dementia Awareness training on 26th April as part of the NIMC training programme to aid the develop and delivery of these activities.

